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Introduction
First Samuel records the establishment of Israel’s monarchy, about 1050 b.c. Samuel led Israel for many

years in the combined roles of prophet, priest, and judge. After the people demanded a king like those of the

other nations (ch. 8), God directed Samuel to anoint Saul as Israel’s first king. When Saul turned from God,

David was anointed by Samuel to succeed him. After David killed the giant Goliath, he was brought to Saul’s

court, eventually becoming the leader of Saul’s armies. Saul’s subsequent violent jealousy forced David to

flee. The book closes with Saul’s death in battle, and looks forward to David’s reign. First Samuel’s author is

unknown, but Samuel himself may have written portions of the book (see 1 Chron. 29:29).

READING ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT WEEK

    1 Samuel 1:1-28
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